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Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s safe to say that this isn’t quite how I envisaged the
final week of the first term of headship at Crayke!
However, as Revd Liz quite rightly pointed out last
week, church is the people not the building and it is
exactly the same with school. We continue to be so
grateful for your contact via emails, messages and
especially the wonderful photos of the children
getting up to so many different things – from painting
roof tiles to using tea bags to support multiplication
and many things in between! Have a look at our Wall
of Fame post for more details.
The website will be updated today with some ideas to
keep you going over the holidays. We hope you and
your family have a restful and relaxing holiday time,
filled with enjoyment and perhaps a small amount of
chocolate.

Bikeability
Well done to the Year 6 pupils who completed the Bikeability course – your certificates and badges are on their
way to you! Mr Schicluna and the team were so impressed with the abilities and attitudes of all the children
who took part.
Voucher Scheme - Free School Meals
As you may have heard in the news, the government have now launched details of a voucher scheme for
children who are entitled to receive a free school meal. You will have been contacted by Mrs Bacon if this
applies to you – watch out for further email correspondence (including your Junk folder) and please don’t
hesitate to contact us if you need any further information.
Residentials / Parent Pay
We have now had confirmation that East Barnby has been cancelled. We anticipate that the same will happen
with Carlton Lodge. Refunds will be issued in due course. Mrs Bacon has continued to work hard to issue lunch
money refunds and is now issuing the Unique Sports Club refunds. There are a small number of families who
still owe lunch money for meals taken during the Spring Term before school closed. We realise that times are
potentially difficult at the moment and if you are struggling to pay please let us know so that we can agree a
payment plan with you - thanks.
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Contacting school – Easter holidays
School will be open on selected days during the Easter holidays for a very small number of children who
require this provision. In the event of an emergency please contact headteacher@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk as I
will be routinely checking emails during this time. Please note that the staff will be taking a well-deserved
break over the holidays to rest and recharge their batteries and will not be expected to respond to emails until
after the Easter break.
Home learning – Summer Term
Mrs Bower has taken on the task of drafting learning packs for next half term and we will be issuing these
straight after the Easter holidays, once the teachers have had the opportunity to review and check the
documents for each of their classes. Mrs Bower has worked exceptionally hard to prepare these and I am very
grateful for her efforts.
Farewells – Mr Warriner and Mrs Sheppard
It feels very strange to be saying goodbye to staff members by email and newsletter rather than in person, but
this will be rectified and, as mentioned previously, we will take the opportunity to ensure there are appropriate
farewells in the future.
In the meantime, thank you to Mr Warriner who has worked with all children in school providing PE and sports
coaching as well as a well-attended after school club. We wish you all the best in your future pursuits.
We then turn to Mrs Sheppard. One thing we know for sure, is that when we do return to school, it won’t be the
same without Mrs Sheppard’s infectious chuckle, sensible down to earth approach and overwhelming care for
everyone at school- children, staff and parents alike. I am so grateful for the support she has given me
personally over the last term – especially in the very early days when she would pop in to the office each
morning and talk me through the day ahead. I know I speak for the staff when I say how grateful they too are
for the help and care she has shown them over many years. The staff all raised a glass to Mrs Sheppard last
night and, to quote Mrs Chandler, who put it just perfectly “To our lovely Aniko, in the absence of your leaving do,
we say a collective, virtual cheers to our most loved colleague and friend. Here’s to a wonderful retirement despite
its unusual start!”
From the Chair of Governors:
The Governing Body would like to express its deepest gratitude to Mrs Sheppard for her hard work and care for
the children who started the school over the last 12 years. She has been an inspirational teacher and the
children have thrived in her classroom. Starting school is one of the great transitions in children's lives. They
could not have found someone more sympathetic, understanding and skilled to set them off on the road of
formal education. Mrs Sheppard has also been an excellent colleague and team player who will be missed by all
the staff. In addition, she has taken on numerous extra responsibilities including being Special Educational
Needs Coordinator and Assistant Head. During the transition between Headteachers, she was also Acting Head
and has been a member of the Governing Body for a number of years. As you can see she has been a key pillar of
the school and we are very sad to see her leave. Nonetheless we wish her a long and happy retirement. It is
richly deserved.
Hugh Porter

Have an enjoyable Easter break – Stay Home, Save Lives, Keep Smiling!
Judi Jackson
headteacher@crayke.n-yorks.sch.uk
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Where’s Church this week?

It is very sad that our church buildings have to be locked at the moment. However, the Church is the
people, not the building, and so you can find Church happening all over our villages in the kindness that
neighbours are showing to one another but we are also online at http://bylandchurches.net
Do contact me on revliz@trundlebug.co.uk or 07388 510894
As we come to Holy Week and Easter, although we can't celebrate as we would normally, perhaps we
can see the hope of the Easter story as a promise that good things come after bad and as a sign that the
love of God prevails over all things.
May you know the joy of the risen Christ even in this time of isolation and confusion.
With every blessing for Easter,
Revd Liz

Best wishes
Revd Liz
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