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Church of England Primary School




Religious Education
Religious Education contributes to the education of each child and in a Church of England school, it is a core subject along with English, Mathematics and Science. It contributes to a child's overall development - spiritually, socially and morally,  promoting respect, understanding and tolerance for those who adhere to other religions. It also encourages children to develop higher order thinking skills which can be applied across the curriculum and to life in general.  

As a Voluntary Controlled Church of England school we use the North Yorkshire syllabus for Religious Education and ensure that the children understand something of the overtly Anglican nature of the school’s foundation and ethos.
We aim to help children develop an open, sensitive, and reflective approach to understanding human kind’s varied religious experiences, practices, values and beliefs, and to help them relate these to basic questions of life.

Aims

· To enable children to mature in relation to their own pattern of belief and behaviour through an exploration of religious beliefs and practice.

· To start to develop, through a variety of experiences and activities, the necessary skills and attitudes to further explore religion.

· To begin to understand how “believers” feel about religious belief, to respect the beliefs of others and have the opportunity to broaden their own capacity for personal awareness.

· To help children to understand the Christian concept of God and the life and work of Christians through the ages.

· To develop attitudes of tolerance and understanding of beliefs and customs of others.

· To enrich their knowledge of world religions enabling them to live and work with people of diverse religious, language and ethnic origins.

· To enable children to compare world religions and identify similarities and differences.

· To understand how religious beliefs have impacted on the value system of the world as a whole.

· To heighten the children’s awareness of the mysteries of life, develop an understanding of our own gifts and joy of being alive and the wonder and variety of living things.

· To enable children to question what is of value to themselves and others.

· To appreciate what it is to be respected and valued, to look at our relationships and learn to cooperate.

· To explore and appreciate the environment and people’s responsibility for its care and protection.

The Headteacher will:

· set high expectations and monitor teaching and progress.

· encourage a whole-school approach, keeping parents, governors and all support staff well-informed.

· support the RE Subject Leader and individual teachers when necessary.

Governors will:

· be well-informed through the leadership of the Head teacher and RE Subject Leader.

· support the staff in implementing the school’s policy for RE

· monitor and review progress on the School Development Plan.

The Subject Leader will:

· lead by example, showing a thorough understanding of the subject.

· offer support to teachers in planning, teaching and assessment.

· work alongside the Head teacher to monitor and evaluate teaching and progress.

· identify INSET needs, plan and deliver training.

· track children’s progress through the school.

· review and evaluate printed material and resources regularly.

· ensure that the long term plan for RE takes account of pupils’ interests and includes provision for thematic learning.
All Staff Members will:

· use the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus in conjunction with the RE Today resources to aid planning and provide interesting and stimulating RE lessons.

· share clear learning objectives with the children.

· use accurate and appropriate vocabulary and encourage the children to do so.

· use a range of resources, including artefacts and carefully selected publications appropriate to the age of the children, to support their teaching.

· use a range of teaching styles.

· set up appropriate displays.

· give all children the opportunity to contribute their own thoughts and experiences regarding their beliefs.

· assess and monitor children’s progress in line with the school’s assessment policy.

· ensure that children have opportunities to learn from RE as well as about RE.

· ensure that children can record their responses to their learning in a variety of ways.

The SENCO will:

· aid the RE Co-ordinator and teachers in supporting children with special educational needs (at both ends of the spectrum) and encourage whole class inclusion.

· work with class teachers to prepare Individual Education Plans for children with Special Educational Needs.
Children will be encouraged to:

· enjoy RE and see its relevance in their lives today.

· understand what is expected of them.

· work confidently either independently, with a partner, in a small group or as a class.

· develop an awareness of global interdependence.

· express their opinions and talk about their religious involvement.

· ask questions to increase their understanding.

Parents will:

· be encouraged to develop positive attitudes to RE and support their children in their  learning and understanding.

· be well-informed of their children’s progress through annual reports and parent’s evenings.

· be invited to attend presentations to keep them informed of new teaching methods and approaches.

Equal Opportunities

All aspects of R.E. include equality of opportunities for all children and staff regardless of age, gender or cultural background.  Planning will be modified appropriately to suit different ability levels and to facilitate progression for all children as will the allocation of support staff to classrooms.

Refer to Equal Opportunities Policy.

Withdrawal

It is a legal requirement that children take part in Religious Education lessons, unless a parent makes a request to the Headteacher for a child to be withdrawn.
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